Epidermal nuclear CIq deposits in a patient with amyopathic dermatomyositis.
We report a case of amyopathic dermatomyositis, in which C1q deposits on the epidermal nucleus were immunohistologically found as well as Ig deposits at the dermoepidermal junction (DEJ). Direct immunofluorescence (IF) examination of infiltrated erythematous lesions revealed C1q deposits on the epidermal nucleus and fibrinogen at the DEJ, and examination of hyperkeratotic erythematous lesions showed linear deposits of Ig G and Ig A at the DEJ but not in the nuclei of epidermal cells. The authors discuss the direct in vivo interaction between nucleus and immunoreactants in dermatomyositis.